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August 29 was a pleasant day 
In Washington, sunny, a little 
cool. 

For Nicholas de Belleville 
Katzenbach, Undersecretary of 
State, it was another day to 
grapple with the problem he 
had faced for months, how to 
free the men of the Pueblo. But 
this day was different. A 
thought flashed in his mind: 
what if Maj. Gen. Gilbert H. 
Woodward, now the U.S. nego- 
tiator were to ask Pak: “If I ac- 
knowledge receipt of the crew 
on a document acceptable to 
you, will you then be prepared 
to release the crew?” 

. The genius of the sentence 
was that it did not commit the 
United States to sign the North 
Korean document of May 8 con- 
taining the Three A’s— apology, 


admission and assurance. But it 
put the ball squarely in Pak’s 
court. He would have to answer 
what the U.S. had been seeking 
to learn for months: what would 
he do if the Americans signed a 
document? 

‘OVERWRITE PLOY’ 

“Katzenbach’s breakthrough 
put movement in the negotia- 
tions,” said James Leonard, the 
Korean specialist. “It was the 
highest degree of a lawyer’s 
skill. He really earned his pay 
that day.” 

Since May the U.S. had been 
trying to put over the so-called 
“overwrite ploy” by which Gen. 
Woodward would simply sign a 
document “I acknowledge re- 
ceipt of the 82 men and the body 
of seaman Hodges” or, merely, 
“Receipts acknowledged— Gen. 
Woodward.” 

“We wire trying to make it 
ambiguous,” said Leonard 
“They could say we signed, we 


could say we only signed a re- 
ceipt.” 

The dubious battle over who 
was to sign what and then do 
what volleyed to and fro. 

PAK SAYS MAYBE 
Woodward: If we acknowl- 
edge receipt of the crew, will 
you turn them loose? 

Pak: Will you sign our docu- 
ment? 

Woodward: We didn’t say 
that. We asked if you’d release 
the men if we signed your docu- 
ment? 

Then Pak got Katzenbach’s 
question. On Sept. 17 he gave 
Woodward his answer: “If you! 
sign our document, we’ll give 
back the crew.” 

That seemed to have been 
that. But tliere was still the bar- 
rier of the overwrite. 

“We could not explain our 
reasons for the ploy because it 
would only have made negotia- 
tions harder,” said Leonard. 
Just when Washington thought 
final agreement was at hand in 
October, negotiations bogged 
down. 

“I think the delay was due to 
their realization of what we 
were driving at— the overwrite 
—and they had found it totally 
unacceptable,” said Leonard. 
“Or maybe they just had second 
thoughts. At the end of October 
there was a stalemate. North 
Korea hadn’t quite rejected the 
overwrite, but they had not ac- 
cepted it, either. They de- 
nounced us as petty tricksters.” 
In November, there were no 
negotiations. 
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